 “To Whom Can We Go?”

John 6: 53-69

 

Have you ever tried to work your way through a maze?

       Whether it was drawing a line through pathways in order for the bear to find the honey, only to be frustrated by blocked off paths and pencil lines backtracked over each other?

       Or, walking through a cornfield maze, only to be thwarted by dead ends and tiring back tracking until a way could be found through?

 

Most of us like life more orderly, with everything falling in place like we planned when we graduated, or got married, or started a job, or a family, or began retirement. But most of us have not experienced what we once planned for our lives; instead, we have found ourselves moving in other directions.

 

Like the early disciples, we find that life does not move in straight lines. The crowds had mobbed Jesus when he performed miracles and entertained them. They ate his multiplied loaves and fishes when they were hungry. But once his words became difficult and pointed, like: “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life,” doubts about his sanity and his leadership set in.

 

This disturbing Scripture in the Gospel of John reveals the various doctrines that religious groups since have differed over the interpretation of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Catholic groups see the bread and wine turned into the actual body and blood of Christ; Lutheran Groups understand the bread and wine to represent the “presence” of Christ in the Sacrament; and others, such as United Methodist Groups, see the bread and juice as symbols of the presence of Christ.

 

But regardless of our understanding of these elements used in the Holy Communion, the real purpose of them, is, as our ritual indicates: “to make these gifts of bread and wine be for us the body and blood of Christ that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.” These elements are to be the instruments in helping to transform us into Christ’s disciples in the world.

 

The English painter. J.M. W. Turner once sold one of his immense canvasses to a close friend, who invited him to his home to help hang it. Although the room was spacious, try as they might, the two men – the painter and the collector – just couldn’t get that painting to look right. Finally, the artist turned to his friend and declared that it was a useless enterprise. There was only one solution, he said: “The room would have to be rebuilt to fit the painting.

 

There are many, supposedly, who come to church hoping to take home a little bit of Jesus to adorn their lives, inspirational thoughts to hang, as a pretty picture, on the wall. Yet, Jesus Christ can never be mere decoration for a human life. He’s got to be at the center of it, the focal point from which everything else derives its purpose.

 

There comes a time – perhaps many tomes – in the life of a Christian, when a decision must be made, when all around us, would-be disciples are turning away and departing. When the Lord turns to us, as he did to Peter, and asks: “Do you also wish to go away? “ What will we say? Will we hang our heads and look down at the ground, and then turn and shuffle off like so many others? Or, will we have the faith to look him in the eye and answer: “Lord to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life!”

 

Yes, life throws us curves of one kind or another all the time. No matter how hard we try, we can’t control our lives when such problems as: cancer or other illnesses, a broken relationship, a sick child, an accident, a job loss, an international financial crisis, an abusive spouse, bad news, bad memories, etc. come. They are like a maze through which we travel. They are complex, and the way out of them involves many approaches. The words of eternal life remind us that life is not always plain; solutions to our problems are not straightforward.

 

But Peter reminds us that there is One to whom we can go for the answers: “Lord, to whom can we go? You alone have the words of eternal life.”

       No, we cannot depend upon our financial resources, as we’ve all learned this past year; nor can we expect that if we are among the millions seeking the Power Ball winnings, that we will be chosen.

       Nor, can we depend upon our health always, as it changes course from time to time. While I am grateful for another procedure this past week that shows my bladder still to be clear of cancer, our son, Mark, has exhibited similar symptoms which I experienced a year ago, and now we wait patiently upon the Great Physician again!

       Nor, can we depend upon our popularity or power, because it changes with the wind; just ask any politician or world leader!

       But we can depend upon Christ’s Presence in our lives, if we will look to him at all times.

 

As Pastor Tom indicated last week, we face decisions as a congregation, whether we will stay here where we are or move elsewhere. That is also like a maze of decisions. But if we look to Jesus through the Bible, Prayer and Meditation, he will show us the way!

 

And as we seek God’s way through our dilemma, let us remember that this building, in all of its beauty, is not our salvation, nor is our affluent neighbor, Dickinson College, but Christ is our salvation always and will show us the way, as we seek to be his disciples, here or anywhere!

 

If we will spend a time every day in reading God’s Word, in Prayer, and in meditation over that Word, He will show us the way! In a recent Upper Room Devotion, the writer states: “When I pray, something happens within me. Not only do I feel better, but I am also changed by the experience. Sometimes I don’t want to pray about a problem that is troubling me, and I resist but when I pray, God sorts out my motives. Then the world seems different, because I am different and I am more confident in leaving the final answers to God?

 

So, let us pray and let the final answers to God!  “To whom can we go?” Christ has the words of eternal life.
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