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What A Difference Five Days Makes
I doubt there’s anyone here who doesn’t recognize the image of the person on the media screen.  He’s Tiger Woods, the best professional golfer in decades, if not of all time.  That’s how he’s been known for the past few years - at least up until a few months ago before he wrecked his SUV on Thanksgiving Eve.  
Up until then the world viewed him as an elite athlete with an impeccable reputation.  He was admired both for his athletic ability as well has his seemingly decent character.  He was a role model for countless young people, athletes and non-athletes alike.  He was admired not only in the U.S., but around the world.
But all that suddenly changed within a matter of days following last Thanksgiving Eve.  Wrecking his SUV was like opening Pandora’s Box, with all of Tiger’s demons escaping for all the world to see.  

It’s simply amazing how quickly Tiger went from being a role model and figure of admiration, to a man reviled and ridiculed by so many, especially late night comics.  In a matter of weeks he lost millions in endorsements.  It’s hard to believe such a drastic shift in public opinion could occur in such a short span of time.  
Well, the same was true during the last week of Jesus’ life.  Jesus too experienced a dramatic shift in public opinion, occurring within a span of five days.  Of course, unlike Tiger whose salacious past was exposed to the light of day, Jesus had no scandalous past and was innocent of all charges for which He was condemned.  But the shift in public opinion was just as swift and dramatic.
As you know, it was on the day we celebrate as Palm Sunday that Jesus received a reception by the people of Jerusalem fit for a king.  They saw Him as the Christ, the Messiah of God, fulfilling a prophecy God had promised the people centuries before.  They believed Jesus to be God’s anointed one, come to restore the ancient monarchy of King David.  
As God’s Messiah, Jesus would rule with justice, equity and might.  God Himself would be His closest advisor, even as God had been King David’s closest advisor.  Most importantly, under Jesus’ reign Roman government and influence would be expunged from all Palestine.  Israel would again be an independent nation. 
To be fair, Jews living in the time of Jesus had good reason to believe He was the foretold Christ, the Messiah.  After all, Jesus’ was like none other they had ever seen.  Not only had He healed people of their diseases; made the blind to see, the deaf to hear, and the lame to walk. He also fed 5,000 people with little more than a morsel of food, walked on water, and calmed a storm.  Why, there were numerous occasions when He even raised the dead.  To the masses, Jesus’ was as great – if not greater - than Moses.   
With the exception of the religious leaders, few had little doubt that Jesus was God’s Anointed.  They were convinced that if anyone had the power and ability to liberate the Jews from the tyranny of Rome, it was Jesus.  No one since the days of Moses was able to perform the incredible miracles He did.  Surely He was the anointed of God, the Savior for whom they had long awaited.

So when Jesus entered Jerusalem that first Palm Sunday, His arrival was received as a coronation parade.  Many were convinced a new era had dawned for Israel.

So what happened?  How is it possible that Jesus was honored as king one day, and five days later crucified as a criminal?  How could the same crowd who cheered Him as King on Sunday became a jeering mob demanding His death by Friday?  A good question.  There are two reasons for this dramatic shift in public opinion.

The first relates to how the crowd perceived Jesus.  As mentioned, the crowd who welcomed Jesus on Palm Sunday saw Him as God’s Anointed.  But anointed for what?  For what purpose had God anointed Jesus?  

To the people of Jerusalem it was obvious: God had chosen Jesus to be their Savior, sent to save them from the tyranny of Roman rule – much like God had sent Moses centuries before to save the Hebrews from Egyptian slavery.  The throng that welcomed Jesus that first Palm Sunday saw Jesus as their Deliverer.  They believed God had anointed Him to incite a rebellion against Rome and drive the Romans from their homeland.  That’s why the crowd honored Him as their king.

But is that how Jesus saw himself?  The answer is an obvious “no.”  For us far removed from the historical event, the very idea of Jesus being a political leader appears ludicrous.  Living on this side of the story, we know that Jesus was anointed to be a spiritual King, not a political one.  We know Jesus wasn’t sent by God to roust Rome from Palestine, but to shatter the powers of Sin and Death.  To us the facts are clear.  

But the facts were not so clear to Jesus’ contemporaries.  Which leads us to the second reason why public opinion shifted so drastically in just five days.

Believing Jesus to be their new Savior, many expected Him to act swiftly after arriving in Jerusalem.  After all, Jerusalem was not just any city.  It had been King David’s city, the nation’s capital.  What better place then Jerusalem to call Jewish patriots to take up arms against Rome.  Many expected Jesus to take the throne of David by force.  And many throughout Israel were prepared to follow.

But when Jesus failed to call for a revolution, the people became disillusioned.  After all, Israel hadn’t been praying for a spiritual Savior.  They’d been praying for a Deliverer like Moses who would set them free from political slavery.  

So when it became obvious Jesus had no intentions to fulfill their expectations, the crowd quickly turned on Him.  Even Judas - one of Jesus’ trusted disciples - betrayed Jesus to the authorities for a mere thirty pieces of silver.

So by Friday, after having been interrogated by Pilate, the crowd turned their disappointment into fury.  When asked by Pilate what he should do with their king, they shouted, “Crucify him!  Crucify him!”  And so Jesus was crucified.
As we reflect on this dramatic shift in public opinion, it should give us pause to consider how we perceive Jesus as Savior and King.  After all, our world is no longer a world where nations are ruled by kings.  Besides, America has never been governed by a foreign power.  So to think of Jesus as a political Savior and King is at best alien to us.

So then, in what way do we perceive Jesus as a spiritual Savior and King?  To be a savior implies someone has saved another from impending danger and harm.  So from what has Jesus saved us?  While its likely our first response is to say, “He’s saved us from our sins,” what does that mean?  
From what particular sin has Jesus saved you?  What nasty habit, immoral behavior, or addiction have you overcome because Jesus intervened and rescued you?  Or in what way has Jesus restored your life from devastating and debilitating experiences such as sexual, emotional, mental or physical abuse?  Has He rescued you from the abyss of loneliness and depression that was consuming your joy for living?  
My point is, are we able to identify in some way how Jesus saved us or restored our life to wholeness?  Some experience we attribute to Him for intervening in our life and making a positive difference?  
If we find ourselves struggling to answer questions such as these, what is the possibility that our understanding of Jesus as Savior is more academic than experiential?  What is the chance that Jesus is little more than a name we’ve been taught to revere, but not a person with whom we have a personal relationship? 
And what about the concept of Jesus as King?  What does it mean to serve a king to us who live in a democracy?  The very idea that one man should have absolute power over us is contrary to all we believe.  We protest the very thought that anyone can tell us what to do without some recourse or appeal.  So what do we mean when we say Jesus is King?  
While it’s obvious that the crowd who assembled that first Palm Sunday clearly misunderstood Jesus as Savior and King, I can’t help but wonder how we as Christians today are making the same mistake.  I wonder if these terms have simply become religious jargon we use in church conversation, but have little meaning defining the difference Jesus has made in our lives.  I wonder.  

As we journey through this last week of Lent, I would encourage you to reflect upon the meaning of Jesus as Savior and King in your life.  In what ways has Jesus been a Savior to you?  And in what ways have you devoted yourself to serving Him as King?  It’s something to think about as we recall His sacrifice for us upon the Cross.  AMEN

Join me as we pray.  

Lord Jesus, teach us to trust You as Savior, that you may deliver us from the sins we tenaciously cling to.  Cultivate in us hearts of passion to love You as You love us, and to serve You as King without hesitation or reservation.  
AMEN
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