Weighing What We Value
2
10/11/09 


Allison UMC






TEXT: Mark 10:17-22
October 11, 2009
TA Maurer

“Weighing What We Value”

Before beginning our sermon this morning, I want to conduct a simple exercise.  So take your bulletin or a piece of paper from the pew rack and number on it 1-3.  Now in the next 30 seconds I want you to write behind each number one of the three things you value most.  It can be anything.  It might be the name of a loved one, your health, a particular dream or goal you have, your home, your career, financial security.  You get the idea.  I’ll give you 30 seconds to complete the exercise.  Start now.

The scripture we heard just a few moments ago is a familiar one to most of us.  I heard it many a time employed by preachers when they wanted to inspire the congregation to increase their giving to the church.  Rest assured, that’s not my intent this morning.  This is not a plea for you to give more money to the church.  

I don’t know about you, but this scripture always makes me feel uneasy, inadequate and inferior.  I suspect the reason is that I have never yet arrived at the place in my relationship with Christ that I was prepared to literally give away everything I own to follow Jesus.  
That’s not to imply I don’t manage my money in ways that I believe glorify Christ.  I tithe to the church.  In addition I support numerous special offerings and mission projects Allison sponsors.  I give to the poor.  I manage my money frugally, buying only what I can afford to pay in cash, avoiding credit card debt.  I try not to buy on impulse.  Every month I squirrel away something for savings and retirement.  In short, I consciously try to manage my money in ways that would please Christ.  
Yet, despite these good Christian money management practices, I have never seriously thought about giving away everything I have in order to follow Jesus.  I like to think that I would if the opportunity presented itself, but the reality is I never seriously considered it.  I’m not even sure what would constitute the conditions that would make me consider it.  To be honest, the idea terrifies me.  My suspicion is you can identify with my position.  
So when I read or hear this scripture read, I feel uneasy, inadequate and inferior.  One reason is because the young man in the text is usually given a bad rap.  He’s usually presented as someone who is a faithless coward, someone who lacks the courage and faith to follow Jesus.  Seldom is anything good said about the young man.  He’s always presented in a bad light.
Well, this morning I’d like to change that.  I’d like to champion this young man by identifying two notable characteristics about him.  Let’s take a look.

First, the young man admired and respected Jesus.  After all, he came to Jesus for direction.  The scripture tells us he was both wealthy and a leader in his community.  Possessing prestige and influence, he was more accustomed to having people summoned to come to him rather than go chasing after them.  But not so with Jesus.  He went in search of Jesus.  
Remember, Jesus was an itinerate preacher, having no place to call home.  Jesus once said, “Foxes have holes and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay His head.”  (Matthew 8:20).  
Given His situation, today we would classify Jesus as homeless.  For all intended purposes He was a nobody, having no social position or influence.  Sure, he drew crowds almost everywhere He went, but most came to see Him out of curiosity than anything else.  To many, going to see Jesus was like the circus coming to town.  It was different, entertaining, and magical.  
Yet, even though Jesus was a “nobody,” this wealthy, prestigious young leader came to Jesus with a genuine desire to seek His advice and direction.  What’s more, he knelt before Jesus as a gesture of humility and submission.  It didn’t matter to him that others would see or what they would think.  He honored Jesus.
Imagine, this young man was willing to set aside social protocol and self pride to humble himself and approach Jesus in broad daylight.  In contrast, you’ll recall that Nicodemus – also a community leader – came to Jesus by night to avoid being seen by others.  That was not the case with this young man.  

That’s something to be admired.  After all, how often have you and I cloaked ourselves as Christians in public, fearful of being embarrassed if others knew?  How often have you and I remained closed-mouthed when an opportunity presented itself to speak to someone about the Gospel of Christ?  

It was no small matter for this young man to approach Jesus in broad daylight, kneel before Him, and ask His counsel.  It took a great deal of courage to do what he did.  Were more of us as equally bold in our witness for Christ!

A second point in this young man’s favor was he was committed to his Jewish faith.  It’s obvious from the recorded dialogue with Jesus that he was a student of the scriptures.  He knew the Jewish Law and the Ten Commandments.  He studied them and applied them to his life.  
Comparably, how many among us can claim the same?  Would you consider yourself a student of the Bible?  Do you read and study it regularly?  Can you name all Ten Commandments?  I know some of you can, and for that I commend you.  But there are many unable to do so.  
The young man described in our text didn’t come to Jesus to entrap or trick Him as did so many other religious leaders.  He came to learn from Him.  He had a genuine desire to grow in his faith, and to integrate his religious beliefs into every aspect of his life.  He wanted to know more so that he could be a better Jew.  

It wasn’t out of arrogance that he replied to Jesus, “Teacher, ever since I was young I have obeyed all these commandments.”  His answer was genuine and authentic.  This is evidenced by his having knelt before Jesus when he first approached Jesus.  That public gesture demonstrated the young man had a humble and submissive heart.  His reply to Jesus was a genuine and honest answer.  

So, in examining this guy, he appears to be a pretty good Joe.  I mean, what’s not to like about him.  He’s the kind of guy I’d like to call a friend.  My guess is you would too.  

So why has he been given such a bad rap over the centuries?  For one simple reason: His love of wealth prevented him from following Jesus.  

But wait?  That’s hitting pretty close to home.  As stated earlier, I have never seriously considered giving away everything I have to follow Jesus.  To be candid, there are certain limits to how I follow Jesus.  Limits that allow me to live comfortably without painful sacrifices or distress.  
I mean, there’s really nothing preventing me from giving away everything I have and live as a homeless person, to be an itinerate preacher like Jesus and his disciples.  Nothing other than my own self will.  
True, I have a wife to consider.  I’m sure Louise would like some say in the matter before giving away everything we own.  But to be honest, she has a very generous and compassionate heart.  She’d probably be more willing to agree to such a decision than I would likely be to suggest it.
My point is that this young man described in our text isn’t really any different than you and me.  We all have things we value, things we cherish that make our lives meaningful.  In the case of the young man, his just happened to be his wealth. 

Remember the three things I asked you to identify in the beginning of our sermon?   Take a look at your list.  How many of them are you prepared to give up to follow Christ?  My suspicion is few if any.  The truth is we all fall short.  We are no different than the young many in the scriptures.
So where does that leave us?  Are we to believe that unless we give away everything we value we’re unfit to be a disciple?  No, I don’t believe that’s the point of the story.
I believe the story accentuates the point of how much we value our relationship with Jesus.  For example, looking at your list, is there anything there that indicates you value your relationship with Christ?  Is there anything that indicates you value your faith among the three things you value most?  
The rich young man’s encounter with Jesus was not just about his love for money.  That’s too easy.  It was about weighing what he valued.  How much did he value eternal life compared to other things he valued?
It’s a poignant question for us all.  What value do we place on our relationship with Christ?  If our faith in Christ is something that gives our lives meaning and purpose, what value are we prepared to put on it?  Does it rank in the top three things we value most?  If not, how far down the list does it appear?
I’m not convinced that to be a disciple of Jesus we need to enter the ranks of the homeless.  I don’t believe we need to give away everything we value to follow Christ.  I do believe, however, that based upon the text for this morning, we need to weigh the value of our relationship with Jesus and consider His call upon our lives.  
Scripture is clear that there is a cost to following Jesus.  Today’s text is but one of many which teaches this lesson.  The two questions we need to ask and answer are:  “What is that cost on my life?” an “Am I prepared to pay it?”  

AMEN
