“We Have This Ministry”

Mark 10:32-45

In our Scripture Lesson today, Jesus had made his decision to go to Jerusalem:

· There was no turning back now;

· He had made his commitment to go all the way-

· all the way to the Cross!

· And that way was marked by the stepping stones of loving service.

It is the same with our lives today when we make the decision to follow Jesus:

· There’s no turning back once we’ve taken the first step!

· It’s the same process as recovering from an illness, or an injury of some sort.

· Once we’ve begun the therapy process we must continue with it or we will never be whole again!

· And so, in our relationship to Christ, we must follow all the way to the Cross!

Jesus wanted his followers, and us today, to understand the significance of it all:

· He doesn’t want a mere spoken allegiance to his way of life, like a creed alone, or a prayer;

· He wants us to “live” what we say we believe.

· He wants us to understand “what we are asking” when we offer to commit ourselves to His Kingdom.

Most of us were baptized as a child or as an adult:

· Promising, or having promised for us  by our parents-

· “to serve Jesus Christ as our Lord”

· “together with our household of faith, the Church, which Christ has opened to people of all ages, nations and races.”

Many of us have also taken the vows of membership in the Church:

· Agreeing to “faithfully participate in its ministries by our prayers, our presence, our gifts and our service.”

· And now we have added: “our witness.”

For some of us, this has meant;

· Faithful attendance at worship week after week,

· The pursuit of prayer at home daily and when we gather,

· The study of God’s Word as individuals and as groups or classes,

· And the meeting of the needs of others here and around the world.

For others, it may have been only a sampling of those events, particularly at the Holy Seasons or when sickness, death or crises arise,

· And yet, God has always responded to our needs.

Today we celebrate all of the Ministries of the Church,

· So that each of us can find a meaningful area of service which will both honor Christ’s calling and serve our world’s needs.

We call it the Ministry Team Concept:

· A group of similarly gifted and like-minded people who see a need and cooperate in addressing and acting together to meet that need;

· Guided by the vision and values of the congregation;

· Mutually supportive and developing as a spiritual community; teams start on their own, decide to do a task and how it will be done;

· And disband when they are finished.

Today, in our Ministry Fair downstairs, after each Service,

· You will find as many as 34 different Ministries displayed,

· With information and persons to talk to, ask questions of, to familiarize yourself with a ministry.

Let me share an example of 1 or 2 of these now:

· (8:15) – Susan Slopey (Hospitality)

· Ashby Collins (Education)

         (9:30) – Carol Fitzpatrick (Prayer Life)

         (11:00) – Fred Burgess (SMALL Groups)

This is just a sample of what our Ministry Fair can offer today:

· I urge every one of you to visit the displays and representatives of our Ministries downstairs in Fellowship Hall after this Service or at any time between now and 1 P.M.

· And to further entice you, we have moved special refreshments down there to wet your appetite! 

Incidentally, if you may be wondering about what ministry would best fit you, 

· There are a few openings left in our PLACE Ministry Workshop which begins tonight at 6:30 in Adams-Craig Room.

· You are invited to come and explore thru an exciting Workbook, your Personality, your Spiritual Gifts, your Abilities, your Passions and your Life Experiences.

The challenge to us today, thru our Scripture Lesson, and our Ministries Fair, is a call to loving service-

· In the kingdoms of this world, the standard of greatness is power:

· how many people can a person control?

· How great an army of servants does he/she have at his/her beck and call?

· Or, on how many people can he/she impose his/her will?

        But in the Kingdom of Jesus, the standard is that of service:

· the test is not, “What service can I receive?” but,

· “What service can I give?”

        For it is only when we are filled with the desire-

· to put into life more than we take out,

· that life for us and for others will be happy and prosperous.

        In our son, Mark’s, recent death, we have received many comments about his service to others, not as a Minister, like his father, but as a “servant” to his Lord; comments, like:

· a kind man and a true gentleman;

· a fun and loving brother;

· the best team leader Geisinger Hospital could have;

· always friendly with a greeting and a smile;

· a leader on the field, a wise quiet council around the campfire, and a friend in the real world;

· always a gracious host and a fine man;

· a caring/supportive man;

· he went out of his way to help anyone.

Yes, the world needs people whose ideal is service:

· A Church should be a group of people, not of whom the leaders must ask: “Can you help?”

· But, rather, who ask of their leaders: “What can I do to help?”

It cost the life of Jesus to bring us back from sin into the love of God.

· The cost of our salvation was the Cross of Christ.

· Beyond that we cannot go, and beyond that we need not go.

· We only know that something happened on the Cross that opened for us the way to God.

· Are you traveling that way today?

· “Do you know what you are asking? As you follow him?

· “Are you able to be crucified with him” in service to all?
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