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Mira Hewlett
Allison UMC 

December 28, 2009

Matthew 1:20—2:2
The Miracle of Christmas by Joe Castillo video
Prayer:  God, we are a part of your story. Change us.  Amen. 

“On A Pilgrimage”

Each Christmas we hear the same story told of Mary and Joseph’s travel to Bethlehem and the birth of our Savior in a manger.  We have a choice each year just to hear it on auto-repeat, or to look for new ways to hear this story; discerning how this story changes our lives as disciples.  For the visual learners among us, today’s sermon will delight you as you see the miracle of Christmas portrayed by Joe Castillo, a sand artist.  For some this method of sermon will be a challenge, focus upon how do you see God in a new way here? What along your pilgrimage of faith do you hope to change after you experience Christmas and the new birth of our savior this season? 
(The following narration goes with the video The Miracle of Christmas.  Here the sand artist moves sand to create the story of Christmas in a new way showing Jesus’ birth) 
(sand creation)

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was with God in the beginning.  3Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4In him was life, and that life was the light of men. (John 1:1) 
It began like all God’s plans begin; no one really knows the timetable and the place was unexpected.  In the Galilean town of Nazareth north of Judea nothing special was ever expected to happen.  But God was there, and things were about to change.
(building house) 
A birth foretold in the Jewish writings from Isaiah hundreds of years ago said the Lord will give a sign and a woman will bear a son and he shall be Emmanuel, God with us.  But today they are still waiting and watching, looking for signs and seeking Emmanuel.  Governments have built up, the Roman empire was in control and everyone bowed down to Cesar. The world was no longer God’s but the kings.  Yet the promise of the King of kings still resided within some hearts. But it was deep within and the darkness was great. When would the sign appear? Where was God in this time? 

(angel) 

God had a plan that had been building for generations. A kingdom with no end was the fulfillment of the promise to David, soon to be reenergized in a new way.   An angel brought word that God was with them.  It was a pilgrimage, a journey of faith waiting and listening for God’s direction.  How often we see on the immediate picture of life, but God sees a much larger view of eternity?  Who is your angel telling you pieces of what God asks of you? What is the larger picture that God sees? 
(Mary)
She was not the likely suspect to carry God’s child into this world.  But this was God’s way.  She was not a religious leader.  She was not of the upper class. She was not a government official.   But she was faithful. She was a believer whose heart had the seed of hope, the seed of light, the seed of belief that one day soon Christ would appear.   She was young, but she was God’s chosen.

(halo)

She was to be the theotokes, the carrier of God.  God would be within her, living and growing.  The light of God shown within her and her life was forever changed.  “Greetings favored one! The Lord is with you.”  And the Lord is with you now today.   

(somber music) 

But it wasn’t all joyful.  You see she wasn’t supposed to be pregnant.   She wasn’t even married and who would believe that the Holy Spirit impregnated her?  Who would believe that an angel spoke to her? Who would believe that this was God’s will for her life?  What about Joseph would he stick beside her even if the child wasn’t his? She was fearful of where God was leading her. 
(town) 

Living a life where God had the final say was not popular at the time.  She lived in a region where humans ruled and God was almost forgotten.  What priority does God have within your life? Within the decisions you make? 
(After Mary face) 

The culture of the time said only certain people were to be messengers of God, and Mary was an outcast in the eyes of society.  But in God’s eyes, she was the right person.  God knew the plan and Mary’s pregnancy progressed.  A young woman she was carrying God in the flesh and would be his earthly mother.  She was blessed by her faith and trusted fully in God.   Would you trust God if you were in Mary’s shoes? 
(Joseph)

Despite the pressure of society, the doubts that he impregnated her before marriage, Joseph stood beside her.  In a dream he learned this was God’s son and he believed that God’s Holy Spirit made her pregnant.    He did exactly as God’s angel told him and he walked with her through this journey, through this time of preparation, and anticipation.  Joseph and Mary together promised God that they would raise him together, and they did.  
(Donkey) 

The road ahead wasn’t easy.  Emperor August required a census be taken and everyone return to their towns of origin.  This was the first census and even though she was very pregnant, Mary was required to make the trip with Joseph.  They went from Nazareth in Galilee to the city of Bethlehem  in Judea.  (Joseph staff) 70 miles walking. 70 miles while pregnant. 70 miles riding on a donkey.   Thinking along the way, about God’s call and their role within God’s plan. What is your path where God is leading? 
(pathway with donkey) Roads of faith are not always easy and comfortable.  Joseph and Mary were on a path.  On a journey.  On a pilgrimage.  What is your pilgrimage like today? 
(star) 

Things were about to get interesting.  The town was overcrowded, everyone had returned. Friends and family reporting for the count.  There was not enough room in town for everyone.  People were sleeping and eating everywhere.  It was busy and crazy and full of child, Mary was exhausted.   (star) For a star shown overhead and lit the way.  This was a special place and moment in history.  Shepherds in the field outside Bethlehem saw the star and started to make the journey following the light of God they knew was directing them.  They traveled with full faith that they would meet the king.  Further away, scholars in the East too saw the sign and knew it was God.  They followed the star in the eastern sky, on a pilgrimage to worship the King.

(animals) 

Something special was happening; God was coming to life in human form and all creation would bow down.  All creation would be touched.  But it wasn’t a normal birth for royalty.  Sheep, donkeys, and ox would be there.  (manger) God was not lofty God was now among us; Immanuel, Christ is born!

(calm Mary) 

For you see this was different than ever before.  God was not commanding from on high.  God was not speaking from the clouds or mountains or the temple.  God was here; birthed in a manger through a young mother.  

How would you look at the child promised for centuries, (eyes) foretold by angels, coming in human form yet divine?  What would you see in his eyes? (eye detail) What do you see when you listen to Jesus today?  

(Jesus head done) 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6) He has come and changed the world. Rejoice. 
