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Creation by Joe Castillo video
“In the Beginning”

Prayer: God, we are your creation; mold us.  Amen. 

Every day we have a choice to make, to live as a part of God’s creation with God’s expectations or to run in the other direction.  Today we will visit the familiar creation story of how it all began.  For our visual learners among us, today’s sermon will delight you as this is portrayed by Joe Castillo, a sand artist.  For some this sermon will be a challenge, therefore I ask you to focus how you might see God in a new way.  What relationship do you have with God, the creator and maker of everything? 

(The following narration goes with the video Creation.  Here the sand artist moves sand to create the story of creation showing God’s power and creativity.) 

(Day 1: volcano explodes) 

This is a testimony of how it all began; the universal, creative act of God where everything had it’s place and function.

On dvd:  And the earth was formed and void. Darkness was on the face of the deep and the spirit of God moved upon the face on waters. In the beginning

(Day 3: hand created) 

God spoke and things began to happen.   God wills a faithful relationship with earth, not playing remotely and staying far away, but getting hands-on, interacting with creatures in a new way.  All of creation is invited into the reality and celebration of an intimate relationship with God. 

(flowering blossoming) 

God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seeds, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” God is the master gardener, planting and making creation grow.  God provided life and was creating even before humans were created.  You see this not a scientific explanation of how the world began, but a theological affirmation, a faith statement that our God is the Creator and Sustainer of all of creation.  

(flower petals) God provides life abundant. And God saw that it was good. How have you seen God’s creation as good? 

(Day 4: Sun, moon, and planets are formed)

Day four began and “God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars.”  Nothing occurred by accident but by deliberate acts of God for there was a larger plan and it was just starting unfold.  

(moon) 

God touched all parts of the universe and so it was.  And it was good. 

(Day 5: ocean waves, coral, fish)

Day five waters were formed and covered the earth.  Seaweed arose and every part of the sea was created.   “And God said, let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures,…”  Creatures of the sea were formed, from fish of all shapes and sizes… to eels… to sharks with mighty power.  And the life cycle began.  Creatures of every shape, size, and demeanor were needed in the ocean.  God did not simply create in the void, but God speaks, acts, and reacts to what is brought into being and continues creating.   

(birds) 

“And God said, “let birds fly above the earth and across the dome of the sky.”  There was no place left untouched by God’s hand.  

Birds of all types were created with attention given to each detail; nothing is too small for God to overlook.  

(Swan)Swans were created with grace and beauty, showcasing God’s delicate nature and tender love.  How does each animal you see remind you of God’s nature and character? (eagle) Every living thing was given attention.  Eagles were created with power and majesty, showing God’s power and God’s majesty and span over all the earth.

(Day 6: Creatures of all kinds; lion, elephant)

Then a new day began, no longer in the sky but with creation of animals of the earth.  “God said, let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.”

(lion) 

Both human and non-humans creation are formed and called to participate in this act of creation made possible by God.  God the potter was forming animals from the largest of lion to the smallest of ants all from the dust of the ground.  (elephant) With painstaking detail God created each animal to be unique, useful and beautiful.  

(Center of the Garden is the Tree of Life)

“Out of the ground the Lord God made to grow every tree for the good of food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.”  Two trees in the middle of the garden, the first symbolizes the fullest possible life eating from this tree granted a special blessing for abundant life.  The second  was the tree of knowledge, which represented the encompassing knowledge of God to see both good an evil. 

(Creation of Human life in the image of God—hair)

Then “God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.”  You each are a perfect creation of God.  (yellow) They were to be caregivers of the earth, nurturing each other and nurturing creation, not for exploitation but to further God’s work on earth.   They were created male and female; gendered not as a part of God’s person but as God’s will for creation to have balance. 

(eyes) “God looked over everything he had made; it was good, so very good!” 

(hands) 

In all eight acts of creation, God speaks directly only to the humans saying you are to care for the earth and have power over the earth.  The rose, sharing life and love has been given and was received.  

(eye) 

“God saw everything, and indeed, it was very good.”  God was watching and working in relationship with the humans sharing together in the work of creation.  God gave permission and freedom to humans. Humans were not controlled by God, but given freedom to make choices and decisions and act independently. 

Boundaries were established when God said, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.”  The tree of knowledge was the separation of God knowing everything and humans not concerned with sin and evil.  But the temptation was great to be like God and know everything. 

(apple eating) Since the beginning humans have always had choice and freedom. They made a choice, and ate the fruit of the tree.  

(Eye tears)

Boundaries created for human good, were broken and God wept. 

Decisions made were not just concerning themselves, but also had implications on their relationship with God.  And God was forced to respond to human actions and poor choices. 

(serpent) 

You see a serpent had come and tested them.  The serpent asked questions that the humans believed only through knowledge of becoming more like God, and by eating of the fruit of the tree could they answer.   With the serpent, God was a third object; just talked about theologically and no longer related to personally.  

(Flowing tears)

God mourned this broken relationship.  God and scripture was never supposed to be a rule book to answer all our question, but about a relationship.  How do you relate to God, talking theology about God or relating personally with God?  Where does talking about God get in your way of knowing God? 

(sword) 

Faith was broken, hurt had occurred, but God still wanted a relationship with humans, the beloved creation.  What humans could not do for themselves, dealing with the shame of their disobedience, God can, God will and God does. (hand) God did not run when the humans chose to disobey, God stayed near and offered forgiveness and a path forward.  When have you been thankful for God’s grace? 

(Cross) 

Fast forward through centuries of pain and separation, centuries of coming to know God only to run and hide on the mountain, in the wilderness, in the homes, and in our lives.  The only solution, the cross.  God’s only Son sent to earth in human form to connect God and humans once again.  

(orange) 

The people made in the image of God were restored to that image and relationship with God through the obedience of Christ on the cross.  “God’s spirit touches our spirit and confirms who we really are. We know who God is and we know who we are: Father and children. “  (human smile) And it was good, so very good. 
(God’s hands) 

No longer separated by bad choices, past mistakes, wrong paths, God’s hands were open, welcoming and accepting everyone.  Not as we are, but with aspiration of how we could be.  The story does not want to drive us to more theologizing, more talking about God, but wants to encourage us in our living as God’s creation.  We are called to go forward springing forth new life through the power of redemption on the cross.  Be thankful for God’s open hands that are ready for you. 
(bottom line and nails in hand)

Creation, as it was in the beginning, which God saw as good, broken apart by human choice, redeemed by God’s grace and Christ’s sacrifice for us.  

Amen. 
