“Have You Seen the Star?”
Matthew 2:1-12

INTRO: By now, we have all been indoctrinated into the Christmas story:

· The decorations have been in place for weeks and are about to come down, or already have, in some of our homes and in the church, even today.

· We’ve heard the Scriptures read from the various Biblical accounts.

· We’ve sung the carols and hymns of Christmas.

· We’ve listened to Christmas music on our radios, TV’s, and even in shopping malls and stores for months now, it seems.

Isn’t Christmas over, we may ask?

It reminds me of a little grandchild whose grandmother was taking her to a Christmas Eve Service in one of our churches in another community:

· We had a nativity scene outside the church with the Holy Family and Baby Jesus in it,

· But on Christmas Eve we took the Baby and the manger inside the church to use in the service.

· And when the little girl came to church that nite she cried out to her grandmother, when she saw the missing Baby: “Where did Jesus go?”

And for many of us, we must be sure that Jesus doesn’t disappear from our lives now that December 25th is behind us!

In fact, the story of Jesus is just beginning!

We’ve heard the story of the birth of Christ and now we shall concentrate on his baptism, his teachings, his miracles, his healings, his trial and crucifixion, and then his resurrection!

It is the continual story of how a little baby entered our universe and brought the hope of salvation to all!

Christmas is never over for the Christian, nor is it for any who would seek God’s gift of life thru His Only Son!

So we celebrate today Epiphany Sunday:

· Actually, this coming Tuesday (January 6) is Epiphany Day in the Christian calendar.

· It denotes the coming of the Magi to visit the Baby Jesus.

· After all, if they traveled by camel to the Holy Land from as far away as preset Iraq, they could not have arrived while the Baby Jesus was still an infant.
· Perhaps that is why King Herod, who sought to wipe out any threat to his kingdom, ordered the slaughtering of all boys two years old and younger.

But back to the camels; have you ever ridden one?

· I know a few of you have. 

· I haven’t, and I assume it is much different from the work horses I rode on the farm as a boy.

· But I did ride an elephant on one occasion at a circus.

· Andrew, our grandson, (who played the trumpet so beautifully today), about 2 at the time, saw people riding the elephant and after asking his parents and several others to go with him, turned to me and said:

· “Pop Pop, will you take me on the elephant?”

· And what could I say?

· We got on the elephant’s back from an elevated platform and its back was so wide that we sat in the middle of it like sitting on a rug.
· And when the elephant began walking, we could feel every ripple of its back muscles underneath us, like sitting on a water bed!

· It was exciting, as would any ride on a camel, I presume.

· But back to the Magi traveling to see the Baby Jesus:

II. It was a common belief in Jesus’ day that a great astronomical event was a sign of some great occurrence.

· Such as the birth or death of a king

· And the Wise Men were astrologers who studied the heavens and watched for signs.

· They saw the star in the East and it led them to the Baby Jesus.

· It was a long journey, and it was a journey that opened up the possibilities for non-Jews to celebrate the birth, as well as Jewish believers.

· It was the signal that opened the gift of God’s love thru Christ to the entire world.

· And it came thru a star!

III. Ours is a long journey thru life, too:

· And as we look ahead to a brand new year, we all wonder what the future holds for us.

· And, like the Wise men of old, we, too, seek for a star to lead us.

Have you seen the star?

· The star of gratitude that helps us to be grateful for all that God has done for us, including surrounding us with loving families, kind neighbors, fulfilling work to do, and food, clothing and shelter to protect us?
· The star of hope that holds out to us opportunities for the healing of our physical and emotional hurts thru professional doctors, nurses and counselors, and the surrounding of prayerful parishioners and others who hold us up before God?

· The star of eternity that signals the destination of our lives on earth, so that when our journey is complete here, we may rest in the arms of a Loving God.

Like the Wise men of old, if we follow these stars of Gratitude, Hope and Eternity, we will arrive in the presence of Almighty God who has guided us thru the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus, His Son, and Christmas will never be over!

John Greenleaf Whittier has written in his poem: “The Eternal Goodness”,

I know not what the future hath
Of marvel or surprise,

Assured alone that life and death

His mercy underlies.

And if my heart and flesh are weak

To bear an untried pain,

The bruised reed He will not break

But strengthen and sustain.

And so beside the Silent Sea

I wait the muffled oar;

No harm from Him can come to me

On ocean or on shore.

I know not where His islands life

Their fronded palms in air;

I only know I cannot drift

Beyond His love and care.

CON: John Wesley, our Methodist founder, designed a Covenant Service back in 1755 urging his followers to renew their covenant with God at the end of or beginning of a new year. And in various forms it has been used over 2 ½ Centuries.

Following my Introductory Prayer, I will ask you to join me in The Covenant Prayer:

“O Lord God, Holy Father, who has called us through Christ to be partakers in this gracious covenant; we take upon ourselves with joy the yoke of obedience, and engage ourselves, for love of Thee, to seek and do Thy perfect will. We are no longer our own, but Thine.

Let us pray together:
