GOD WILL HEAL

Text: “if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” II Chronicles 7:14

INTRO: Eight months ago, without a warning, and with no past experience in my parental family, I was diagnosed with Bladder Cancer and Prostate Cancer! I watched the TV monitor as my Urologist examined my bladder with a camera, and saw the ugliest tumor I had ever seen! It was long and stringy, like a stalagmite hanging from the ceiling of a cave, only this one was hanging from my bladder lining. My Urologist said it was a cancerous tumor. At the same time, I had a biopsy of my prostate and found that I had cancer in three of the six lobes of my gland.

Have you ever thought that cancer might be like sin? I am told that every one of us has some cancerous cells throughout our bodies, just waiting to be activated by some action or inaction on our part. And we all know how quickly sinful living can erupt from our own lives or from others.

What was I to do at this point?

I could do nothing and just let the cancer cells take control of my body. Or, I could take action to curtail or cast out the cancer. I chose the latter.

My Urologist performed the most amazing procedure to my bladder. He induced BCG’s, a TB-like germ into my bladder for six treatments. This germ attached to the cancer cells and my immune system flushed them out! It wasn’t comfortable, but after a 3-month check up, and just last week, a 6-month check up, my bladder was clear of cancer!

At the same time, my Urologist gave me a Hormone Shot that was meant to slow or stop the testosterone which fed the

The cancer to my prostate. Hopefully, it is working, because it also introduced me to hot flashes, and I now can symphonize with the ladies.

Two months ago, I began a procedure with my Radiologist and his team to receive 42 treatments of radiation. It was not uncomfortable and I had few side effects, and it gave me times of humility and meditation as I lay on my back, half-naked, for 15 –30 minutes. I prayed regularly during those times, and as I told you before, I had a picture of the Good Shepherd attached to my radiation machine arm that I could concentrate on. It was very helpful, and on one occasion, one of my radiation technicians attached a note to the picture, which said: “Jesus says, ‘Hi Paul’”

It was both a humorous and comforting gesture.

When our daughter, Ruth, learned of my plight eight months ago, she swung into action. She made an appointment for me with a Nutritionist and an Alternative Health Care Counselor who outlined a program of good nutrition and supplements, which I have followed ever since. My wife and I became friends of organic food and have started a regimen that I expect to follow the rest of my life. Exercise became important too, and now I walk regularly several miles a day. For inspirational support, we attend weekly, and sometimes more often, concerts and gigs by our Grandson, Andrew, son-in-law, Vince, and daughter, Ruth.

In all of this, medical assistance, nutritional regimen, inspiration from family, prayers of many of you, and God’s close attention to my needs, I feel better now than before I became ill, and I know that however long it takes, “God will heal!”

Now what has all this to do with us here today?

Well, we are all sick whether we realize it or not! Sick from any sin that may enslave us, sick from actions of war that maim and kill innocent people, sick from economic woes that plague our nation and world, and even, sick sometimes of our feelings about our congregation. At our last congregational meeting, it was expressed by at least one of our members in a rest room after the meeting: “I am sick spiritually” of thinking that we might leave our church building!” and others have expressed that they are “sick and tired” of waiting so long to make such a decision, and even others are sick of not knowing what to do.

Well, listen to our text again: If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land! II Chronicles 7:14.

On a walk around a track several times a week or so ago, I had an inspiration from God that I shared with our Pastors, our Staff, and our Lay Leader concerning where I feel God is calling us to go. And with Pastor Tom’s permission, he gave over his preaching schedule for today to give me this opportunity.

I feel like Moses coming down from the mountain with the tablets of stone containing The Ten Commandments, only these papers (show) in my hands and in yours (Please take them out and hold them) are the results of the work and prayers of many of you last year, and, I believe, the Will of God for our congregational life.

You’ve listed these goals and now I want to challenge you to respond to them like I responded to my cancer, so that we can find healing for our spirits here at Allison. I truly believe that “God Will Heal” our bodies, our minds, our spirits, and even our congregation. I believe that if we give ourselves 100% to the goals we have outlined, we will find healing and the motivation to make the right decisions concerning God’s ministry for this community, and even where that ministry should take place.

So, here is my challenge:

There are eight goals outlined (see gold Paper) with a few descriptive factors attached, not all that were suggested, but a few.

I want every person here, young and old, member or not, to review these eight goals and select one of them by checking and signing your name. By signing on, you would be agreeing to meet with other persons who have the same intent in gathering here at the church, in one of your homes, at a picnic shed, or wherever, during the month of June to brain storm these and other ideas you have about your selected team goal. Your Pastors and leaders will not interfere with your initial meeting unless you desire advice or assistance from them. You will select one of your number to be a temporary chair to help decide on future meetings during the summer or by telephone or e-mail conversations. The purpose would be to provide to the congregation by early September a list of 2 or 3 recommendations for ministries in your selected area.

If you have more than one interest area, then prioritize them with a 1-2-3, etc. and we will assign you to one of your selected groups that needs your support.

If you are a member of or related to another church, list the name of that church on the sheet and we will send them your interest area, if you don’t wish to do it here.

CON: I believe that God’s healing can only take place if every one of us participates. No one’s life is completed until we have done all that God calls us to do in accomplishing His Will.

God could be determined to heal me of cancer, but if I did not take my medical treatments, engage in good nutrition, keep my spirit open to him in prayer, I could not be healed.

I will give you five minutes to pray about and complete your form. I will ask our Organist to play during that time to give you inspiration. God expects every one of you to respond and so do I. Do not fold the form and stick it in your pocket or purse or take it home with you. It belongs here to be dedicated to God’s glory and the Ministry of Allison Church. After the five minutes the ushers will collect your signed forms and bring them forward with your offerings to be dedicated.

Let us pray.

Now, please respond (5 minutes)

Offering and Prayer for Commitments.

