‘FINDING LIFE THROUGH JESUS’

John 20:19-31

Jesus’ appearances to his disciples and other followers after his resurrection from the dead was much like the appearance of jazz in Worship.

We may have come expecting the normal, the familiar, the predictable in terms of worship, like the early Christians expected the same from Jesus:

· Normally, he would have stayed dead in the tomb like any other dead person;

· The Familiar scene would have been his death on the Cross as the end of his life and ministry;

· The predictable outcome would have been that this would have ended his movement as the Savior of the world.

But, like jazz,

· By improvisation, that is, improvising without previous thought or preparation, Jesus shocked the world with his appearance “alive” after he had died!

X Martin Luther once said: “Why should the devil have all the good music?”

X Bishop Spong said: “The church will die of boredom long before it dies from controversy.”

· And, like Jazz, by spontaneity, which is done from one’s own impulse, prompting or desire; and is self-generated, Jesus took upon himself the task of saving the world from sin through his selfless act on the Cross.

X Julia Cameron said: “When we open ourselves to our creativity, we open ourselves to the Creator’s creativity within us and our lives.”

X Michele Shea said: “Creativity is seeing something that doesn’t exist; and in bringing it into being is like being a playmate with God.”

· And, like jazz, there is variation, a modification of the rhythm, harmony and melodic pattern of a basic theme or idea, so Jesus varied from the O.T. ways of rigid rules and pronouncements, to offer love over hate, service over privilege, and mercy over judgment.

X Rev James Adams said: “Artists have a way of loosening up a congregation to create room for the Spirit to operate.”

X Louis Armstrong said: “What we play is life!”

Let us, therefore, use these moments of exciting music, to open our creative minds and hearts to the Risen Christ, so that we will “find life through Him!”

Just as the Scriptures “are written so that we may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing we may have life through His Name,” may this music stimulate us to “find life through Jesus.”

Amen.
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