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“Chosen”
Recall with me a time when we were young, before there were electronic gadgets that preoccupied our time, and TV was still in its infancy stage.  A time when most of us as children spent our free time playing outside with our friends.

Some of you will also recall those times when two captains would choose sides to play ball.  Remember that horrible feeling as you stood there waiting to be chosen, fearful that you’d be the last one standing alone, indicating you’d be more of a handicap to the team than someone of value.  Remember that horrible feeling.

So it’s no wonder we all enjoy being chosen.  There’s something affirming about being selected from among our peers, whether it’s by appointment to serve someone we admire and respect, or the result of a popular vote.  None of us want to be left on the outside looking in.  

Sometimes the person or persons chosen come as a complete surprise, seemingly emerging out of nowhere, overcoming what appear as overwhelming odds.  

For example, it was only about a year ago that Barack Obama synched the Democratic Nominee for President, a selection few could foresee or give credence to only two years earlier.  Up until then Barack Obama was only an unknown state Senator from Illinois, and Hillary Clinton the likely shoe-in Democratic candidate.  Yet in a David and Goliath struggle, Barack Obama emerged the victor, winning not only the Democratic candidacy, but the general election as well  .  Who would have thought?
Then there’s the selection of Federal appeals judge Sonia Sotomayor to be President Obama’s nominee to the Supreme Court.  She’s a woman and Latino, rising from humble beginnings.  Not many saw her nomination coming.  In response to her selection, Judge Sotomayor said, "it’s the most humbling honor of my life."
Then there was this year’s selection of the American Idol winner, Kris Allen, announced May 20th.  Again, during the last few weeks of the competition, Adam Lambert was heavily favored to win.  He seemed a shoe-in.  But when the popular vote was tabulated, Kris Allen emerged as America’s Idol.  Before the announcement few gave Kris much of a chance. 
Sometimes those who are chosen surprise us.

In our text for this morning, the Apostle Paul tells us that we as Christians are a chosen people, just like the Jews before us. He writes, “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing.  For God chose us before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in His sight.”  
That’s an amazing thought to think we have been chosen even before the world was created.

For some people, however, this passage is troubling, believing it implies that God’s selection suggests Christians are superior to believers of other religions.  Others find this text troubling because they believe it implies that some are predestined for salvation while others are not so fortunate. 
In both instances, nothing in this passage supports either idea. It was not the intent of the Apostle to suggest one religious group is superior to another, or that some are predetermined to go to heaven while other have only a slim or no chance of obtaining that prize.  

What the Apostle wanted us to understand is that as Christians we have been chosen for a holy purpose, even as the Jews before us had been. 
Listen to Paul’s words in the latter part of this passage: “We were chosen having been predestined according to God’s plan, in order that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be for the praise of His glory. Having believed, you were marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit…”
In other words we were chosen because we were the first to hear God’s word of truth in Christ Jesus, and we believed.

I don’t know about you, but it makes me a bit uncomfortable thinking I’ve been chosen by God.  Consider these words from the writings of the prophet Amos, chapter 3, verse 2: “Of all the peoples of the earth, I have chosen you alone. That is why I must punish you the more for all your sins.” 
Suddenly, being the chosen of God doesn’t appear quite so appealing.  Who among us wants to be punished the more for our sins?  Not likely.  It’s a rather sobering thought to be chosen of God.
Amos was right. Historically, few peoples have ssuffered more than the Jews.  Over the centuries more than one Jew has lifted his head toward heaven and pleaded, “Please God, next time can’t you choose someone else?” 

Some of you will remember when Golda Meir was the Prime Minster of Israel.  On one occasion when speaking about her heritage, she said, “Let me tell you the one thing I have against Moses.  After leading us forty years in the desert he brought us to the one place in the Middle East that has no oil!”  
Of course she was being facetious, but it is also true that being a chosen people is not something the Jewish people always relished.  Often there’s a down-side to being the chosen, a down side we occasionally tend to forget when things are not going as we hoped or planned.
It’s sobering thought to think we’re God’s chosen.  It is not a call to privilege, but a call to purpose; it is not a call to a life of ease, but a call to a life of selfless service.  God has indeed chosen us, but this is not to be taken lightly. 

According to the Apostle Paul, we’re chosen “to be holy and blameless in God’s sight.”  What does that mean?   It means living a life of personal integrity. 
The word integrity comes from two Latin words meaning whole.  It suggests that every aspect of our lives is integrated and in harmony.  It means always striving to be moral. It includes honor, sincerity, honesty, courage, fairness and justice. It means our character mirrors what we profess to believe.  It’s the opposite of duplicity.  

There is a saying about integrity.  It goes like this: “It’s better to have an enemy who keeps his word, than a friend who doesn’t.”

Living a holy and blameless life does not suggest we are perfect.  We are all sinners, and occasionally we fail God, ourselves and others.  But because we are called to be persons of character and responsibility, by God’s grace we confess our sins and repent of our wrongfulness.

Being God’s chosen has less to do with what God is able to do for us, and more about how we can best serve God.  It’s less about benefits and more about responsibility.  It’s less about what’s in it for me, and more about pleasing God.

Over this past July 4th weekend Louise and I drove to the Capital City Mall.  While walking through the mall I noticed a woman wearing a T-shirt that read, “It’s all about me.”  I thought to myself, how bold, how egotistical.

The more I thought about that message, I realized that’s how much of our society views reality, isn’t it?  It’s all about me.  I’m the center of the universe.  If it doesn’t directly affect me, it’s not important.  It doesn’t matter.  If it doesn’t benefit me, why should I care?

That attitude is the exact opposite of what it means to be God’s chosen.  By being chosen we believe God is the center of the universe.  We believe that if something is important to God, then it’s important to us as well, despite how it may affect us.  It’s not all about me, it’s all about God.

For the past year we as a congregation have been discerning Christ’s lead for our future.  Admittedly, it’s been a long tedious process involving much work and prayer.  It’s not been easy.  And the reason it’s not been easy is because it’s not about us, but about Christ.  

If it were just about us we’d simply take a vote and do whatever the majority thinks best.  But it’s not about us.  It’s about listening to Christ, and following His lead.  What does Christ want us to do?  Where and how is Christ calling us to be in ministry in the future?
I pray that when the time comes for our congregation to vote on our future, the results of that vote will not be about us, but about Christ.  I pray that our decision will be more pleasing to God than it is to us.  After all, that’s what it means to be chosen. 
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