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“The Wish of a Lifetime”
 “Make a wish and blow out the candles.”  We’re all familiar with the long-held tradition of making a wish on our birthday.  Of course the wish becomes more of a challenge as the candles increase over the decades.  

I’m reminded of the 1997 comedy starring Jim Carrey entitled, “Liar, Liar.”  Being a Jim Carrey fan, it’s one of my favorites.

The movie is about a fast talking attorney named Fletcher Reed, played by Carrey.  Fletcher is an incredibly successful lawyer having built his career on lying.  Needless to say, while this is one of my favorite movies, my wife has a different opinion about it.

Anyway, time and time again Fletcher breaks his promises to his young son, Max, who adores his dad.  Discouraged by his dad’s string of broken promises, on his 5th birthday Max makes a wish that his dad would stop lying for 24 hours.


When Max's wish miraculously comes true, Fletcher discovers that his biggest asset - his mouth - has suddenly become his biggest liability.  Legal and emotional havoc ensue as Fletcher tries to keep his practice afloat, and keep his ex-wife from taking Max and moving to Boston.

The movie is hilarious, filled with the physical comedy that has made Jim Carrey a star.  
So, if you had one wish, what would you wish for?  What would it be?  Would you wish for wealth?  Life-long health?  Power and influence?  Fame?  Maybe something less flamboyant, like a swimming pool in your back yard, or a new Jaguar or BMW, or a home entertainment theater.  The reality is, were we given the chance to make a single wish, it would likely expose the secret desire of our heart.  

So, if given the opportunity to make a single wish, for what would you wish?  Take a moment and think about it, then write your answer somewhere on your bulletin.  Don’t worry, we’re not going to share our answers.  You answer will remain confidential.  I just want you to think about it for a moment, but not to long.  The offer expires in 45 seconds.  
Well, in this morning’s scripture we’re told about an occasion when God appeared to young King Solomon in a dream.  His father, King David, had recently died, resulting in Solomon ascending to his father’s throne.  Solomon was likely no older than a teenager or in his early to mid 20’s.  

As a young man laden with the responsibility of a nation, you can imagine how anxious Solomon must have felt.  It was in this context that God appeared to Solomon in a dream one night and offered Solomon a single wish for anything his heart desired.  Being a dream, Solomon didn’t have long to contemplate his answer.  He had to make up his mind rather quickly.  So guess what Solomon chose?  If you said wisdom, you’d be right.
We’re told that God was pleased with Solomon’s answer.  After all, Solomon could have wished for wealth, long health, a vast and well trained army, or the elimination of all his enemies.  But instead, Solomon chose wisdom.  Pretty smart guy, wouldn’t you say?  Makes you wonder if Solomon’s wisdom preceded his answer, or if his wisdom was the result of his request.  
Now, just out of curiosity, how many of you listed wisdom as your one wish?  Chances are few did.  You see, not everyone values wisdom as Solomon did.  
For example, Karl Marx claimed that humanity's deepest need is the possession of goods and economic equality.  While there is certainly truth to Marx’s theories, Jesus pointed out that, "Man does not live by bread alone."  What good is wealth without the wisdom to manage it wisely?  
Did you know that most multi-millionaires who win their fortune by games of chance lose it all within 3-5 years.  Why?  Because they lack the wisdom to manage their new-found fortune wisely.

Remember the Rich Young Ruler who came to Jesus searching for eternal life.  The story is described in the 19th chapter of Matthew.  The young man had great wealth, but he lacked the wisdom to obey Jesus, choosing instead to cling to his riches, forsaking the very thing he sought.  
Then there was the man who worked long hours all his life building himself a financial empire.  The story is recorded in the 12th chapter of Luke.  He was such a successful business man he had to build larger barns in which to store his fortune.  Then he retired, thinking he was fixed for life.  Unfortunately, he lacked the wisdom to realize that death waits for no one.  That very night Death came and claimed his soul.  What a foolish man!  What did his wealth gain him in the end?
Then there was Alfred Adler who took the position that humanity's most basic need is to acquire power. He claimed human behavior is determined by the pursuit of power.  It’s what motivates people to aspire to positions of power in business and politics. 
Have you ever wondered why millionaires seek public office, enduring the hardships of a campaign only to suffer negative criticism after being elected?  As a millionaire, the candidate could easily live a life of leisure.  What motivates them is the desire for power.  

Of course the desire for power is a need in all of us.  After all, being helpless and weak are not qualities we normally prize.   Yet power without wisdom can be destructive and even deadly.   

Given what we’ve seen, I believe it’s safe to conclude that Solomon was truly wise when he asked God to give him wisdom in terms of understanding.  Which leads us to the question, “What is wisdom?”

Before answering that question, we must recognize that wisdom is not the same as intelligence.  Wisdom is more than having a high IQ.  It’s more than having a wall decorated with diplomas.  While there’s no substitute for a good education, a good education is not equivalent to having wisdom.  A person can be wise and never have graduated from grade school.  On the other hand, there are persons who have earned multiple degrees who consistently display a lack of wisdom.

Having said that, let’s briefly identify several components of wisdom. 

First, wisdom is the ability to make good judgments and right decisions. The problem with this is that sometimes we’re reluctant to make decisions because we’re afraid the decision we make will prove to be the wrong one.  How are we to know?  

Much like Solomon before him, the 20th Century theologian, Reinhold Niebuhr, asked God for wisdom.  His answer came in the form of a prayer Niebuhr wrote which has since become quite popular.  In fact, its most often associated with Alcoholics Anonymous.  It goes like this. 
"God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference." 

Shortly after God granted Solomon’s request for wisdom, Solomon used his gift to settle a dispute between two women claiming the same child.  You’ll recall that each had a baby.  One mother accidentally smothered her child when she rolled on it while sleeping.  She then took the other woman's baby and claimed it as her own.  The case came before Solomon.  He resolved the case by ordering the child to be cut in two and a half given to each mother.  But the real mother, out of love, cried out, "Please don't kill the child. Let the other woman have it." 
Thereupon, Solomon awarded the child to the woman who pleaded for the child's life, for he had the wisdom to know that she was the real mother.
Wisdom is having the ability to make wise judgments, deciding the best option among those available. Knowledge alone does not afford that ability. 

A second characteristic of wisdom is learning to listen to others.  It’s no coincidence that those most known for their wisdom were persons who listened more than they spoke.  They realized neither they nor anyone else had a monopoly on truth.  It was only by listening to others that they were able to glean wisdom from innumerable sources and individuals.  

Psalm 32 refers to our need to listen to others, especially to God.  This is what the Psalmist wrote:  
The Lord says, 
“I will teach you the way you should go; 

I will instruct you and advise you. 

Don’t be stupid like a horse or a mule which must be controlled with a bit and bridle to make it submit.”  (Psalm 32:8,9)

To possess wisdom is to listen to the advice of all concerned before making a decision.  
A third characteristic of wisdom is learning from past mistakes.  Not only our own, but from the mistakes of others.  It’s learning to examine not only what failed, but why it failed.  It’s recognizing that there’s something to be learned from each failure.  Wisdom is learning from past mistakes in order to avoid repeating them in the future.  
A forth characteristic of wisdom is differentiating between a difficult decision and a bad one. 

There’s a saying with which I’m sure you’re familiar.  It goes like this: “Insanity is doing the same thing over and over, expecting different results.”  While it’s easy to do the same thing over and over hoping for different results, it’s a bad decision.  
My guess is there has been at least one occasion in all our lives when we made a decision we later regretted.  Chances are it was a decision we made because it was less painful than other options, though not necessarily the wisest.  In time we realized our error, only to regret our failure to make the best decision, even though at the time it was likely the most difficult to embrace.
In the Book of Proverbs there’s an axiom that reads: “Sometimes it takes a painful experience to make us change our ways."  (Proverbs 20:30).  Wisdom is having the insight to change our ways before the pain of experience dictates it.  

It’s misleading to assume that if something is of God it’s going to be easy.  The fact is, most often the ways of God are the most difficult and painful.  It was no less true for Jesus, who suffered all the way to His death on Calvary.  
Even so, God has promised us that if we trust His guidance, He will show is His way.  Proverbs 3:5,6 reads:  “Trust in the Lord with all your heart.  Never rely on what you think you know.  Remember the Lord in everything you do, and He will show you the right way.”
As Allison continues to discern Christ’s lead for our future, now as never before we need God to reveal His wisdom to us.  May we be equal to the wisdom He reveals, regardless how difficult or painful.  Amen. 
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