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(display slide of Sir Francis Drake ) 
It’s been told of the great explorer, Sir Francis Drake, that he was attempting to recruit young men for an expedition he was planning.  He told the young men who had gathered around him that if they came with him they would see some of the most marvelous things their eyes could ever behold: sandy white beaches, succulent fruits, foreign peoples, priceless treasures, and stunning landscapes.  He told them all this could be theirs if they came with him.  Only a few enlisted. 
The next day Sir Frances stood before a different group of men.  This time he changed his tone.  He told them that if they came with him they would encounter storms that would terrify them. Tempests would hammer their ships, occasionally blowing them off course for months.  There would be times they would be so thirsty that their very souls would cry out for a single drop of water.  In short, danger would be their constant companion.  
Drake concluded that if there were any brave men among them who could embrace such difficulties, the joys of exploration would exceed their wildest dreams.  Nearly every man that day enlisted.  Some didn’t even go home to say goodbye; they just got on board eager for the journey.

So what was the difference between these two groups?  Why did so few in the first group refuse to enlist, and so many in the second jump at the chance?  Some would argue the men in the second group were more adventuresome than the first.  Certainly that’s a possibility.  But one can’t ignore the change in tone of Drake’s message.  His first speech promised rewards and comfort; his second spoke of challenge and adventure. 

I like to think that Sir Francis Drake discovered that day what Jesus already knew.  It’s the journey – not the destination – that shapes us.  It’s the challenges and adventure of life that builds character and self-confidence.  Its life’s difficulties and surprises that nurture our faith in God.  It’s not comfort and rewards.  
Don’t get me wrong.  Comfort and rewards have their place.  There’s nothing wrong with comforts and rewards.  But comfort and rewards aren’t known for building character or faith.  If anything, they nurture complacency and pride.

(Display metaphor slide)

So what was it about Jesus’ message that made Peter, James and John eager to follow Jesus?  Well, let take a look. 

One thing that inspired these men was the challenge.  Now think about it: How many times does a real challenge come our way?  I’m talking about challenge that radically alters our lives.  A challenge that forces us to re-chart our course and reassess our values and priorities.  A challenge that forces us to view reality from a totally different perspective.  

Not often.  With few exceptions, most of our lives are defined by routine.  For example, we get up each morning and spend the first hour or so on auto-pilot.  We get ready for the day pretty much semi-conscious, rarely giving thought to what we’re doing.  We function pretty much out of habit.  

Then we begin our day.  And while every day is certainly different, most days are pretty much a carbon copy.  Sure, some days are better than others.  But seldom do we encounter changes so major they permanently alter our lives.  

Now I will be the first to admit that I for one appreciate routine.  I’m not particularly fond of change.  I can easily do without managing unpredictable events and emergencies.  I appreciate knowing what’s going to happen before it happens.  I dislike being blindsided.  I prefer being prepared.  Like most of you, I’m inclined to stay on a familiar path than to take the energy and effort to forge a new one.  
Peter, James, and John were no different. Their lives were as routine as ours. They lived day to day, each day setting sail to catch fish so they could feed their families.  One day was pretty much the same as another, except some days their catch was better than others.  But over all, each day was a carbon copy of all the rest.

Then one day everything changed.  Enter Jesus of Nazareth.  After having concluded his preaching to the crowd, Jesus said to Peter, "Put out into deep water, and let down your nets." 
Now what’s surprising is that Peter agrees to follow Jesus’ instructions.  The reason: because Peter and his co-workers had just returned from an all-night fishing expedition with little to show for it.  There was absolutely no reason to suspect going out again would produce a different result.  
To be honest, Peter had serious doubts.  That’s why he said to Jesus, "Master, we've worked all night and haven't caught anything. But if you want, we will let down the nets." 
Peter complied more as a courtesy to Jesus than anything else.

What happened next was totally unexpected and a miracle.  Their catch was so great they needed two boats to haul it in, and both boats were filled to capacity.
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George Frederick Handel experienced a similar unexpected miracle.  Handel was a man familiar with misfortune.  Though we know him to be a great composer, the last years of his life were difficult.  He was deeply in debt, which caused him to be depressed.  Then he suffered a cerebral hemorrhage leaving him paralyzed on his right side.  For four years he could barely walk nor write.  His doctors gave up on him.  At age 60 he thought his life was over. 
Then Handel was challenged by a friend to write a sacred oratorio.  He read the Scriptures and went to work.  For 24 days he worked fanatically, rarely taking time to eat or sleep.  He shut himself off from the rest of the world.  As you likely suspect, the results of his efforts was his crowning achievement: The Messiah.  

With most of life being a carbon copy of every other day, we seldom look to be challenged.  We find ourselves content with the status quo.  Then, when we least expect it, a challenge comes along.  

Jesus knew there were fish yet to be caught, and Handel's friend knew there was music yet to be written.  Both situations seemed hopeless.  But because both men were willing to accept the challenge placed before them - despite their doubts – God was able to do greater things than either could imagine.  

But there’s more to the story.  After returning to the shore with their catch, Jesus invites Peter, James and John to follow Him and become His disciples.  He says to them, “Come with me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 
By accepting Jesus’ invitation, these men could hardly imagine how their lives would change and their faith would grow exponentially.  It certainly would have been easier to refuse Jesus and stay with their boats, spending the remainder of their days doing what they loved best: fishing!  That would have been easy.
But for some reason they chose to accept Jesus’ challenge. They chose to trust Jesus, believing the faith journey He was inviting them to take would pay dividends they couldn’t begin to imagine.  
By our recent action as a congregation, I believe Allison has done the same.  We have accepted Jesus’ invitation to follow His lead.  We are prepared to walk by faith and not by sight.

To be sure, we have reason to doubt, just like Peter had before letting down his nets.  And like Peter, we’re confident we know what to expect.  There are so many good reasons to ignore Jesus.  But there is only one to obey: Jesus directs us.  Jesus said to Peter, “Let down your nets.” 
We can remain on the road of comfort and ease, but its less likely we’ll grow in character, confidence or faith.  We can take the road well paved, but we’ll miss the adventure that awaits us if we follow Christ’s lead.

I’m reminded of a text from the prophet Joel, where the prophet speaks for God saying, “I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions.”  (2:28)
As Allison charts a new course for her future, God is inviting us to dream dreams and see visions.  God is calling us to follow despite our misgivings and doubts, and to walk by faith and not by sight.  I am confident that by working together as the children of God we are up to the challenge.   
AMEN
